January 27, 2009
Dear Senator:

As representatives of nonpartisan organizations committed to improving health care for all
children, we are writing to urge your support for H.R. 2, the Children’s Health Insurance
Program Reauthorization Act, to renew the Children’ s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
currently being debated before the Senate.

Since 1997, CHIP has been avita program for low-income children in working families whose
parents earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but too little to purchase private health insurance,
which now costs on average $12,000 per year for families. By all measures, CHIP has been a
success story. The children’s health program has reduced the number of uninsured childrenin
America by over one-quarter and has improved both health outcomes and access to care for
millions of children across this nation. The American public recognizes that success and, in poll
after poll, has expressed overwhelming support for CHIP.

Nevertheless, there are till an estimated nine million uninsured children in our nation and a
shocking 6 million of those uninsured kids are already eligible but not enrolled in either
Medicaid or CHIP. And, with the economic downturn, more and more families now find
themsel ves without employer-sponsored insurance and in need of affordable coverage options
for their children.

The legidation before the Senate is estimated to provide health insurance coverage to 4.1 million
uninsured children across our country and over 80 percent of them are estimated to be children
who are currently eligible but not enrolled. It achieves this bipartisan goa by providing states
with the funds they need to sustain and strengthen their CHIP programs, including the growing
number of children who need coverage in light of the recent economic downturn; financial
incentives to states to enroll the eligible but not enrolled; funding for outreach and enrollment;
and the ability to ssmplify both Medicaid and CHIP enrollment procedures and ease paperwork
requirements so that children can enroll in and receive health coverage through measures such as
Express Lane Enrolment.

The legidation also takes the important step of eliminating the five-year waiting period to access
health care services through Medicaid and CHIP for legal immigrant children and pregnant
women. The immigrant children and mothers who would no longer be required to wait five
years for health care are all lawfully residing in the United States with permission to remain in
the country permanently and are on a path to citizenship.

These children and mothers should not be forced to wait five years for health care, as five years
isalifetime for achild. Timely coverage can mean the difference between preventing or treating
conditions that can affect a child’s long-term prospects for a healthy productive life or leaving
those conditions undetected and untreated.

For example, any child with asthma, autism, hearing or vision impairments, and birth defects —
conditions with life-long consequences for children’s health and well-being — cannot wait five



years for treatment. Any child in need of preventative or public health services, such as
immunizations or treatment for infectious diseases, requires those services to be delivered in a
timely manner. Also, denying or delaying children with cancer or disabilities the treatment or
rehabilitative services they need is ssimply not what our country stands for.

As for expectant mothers, it is, by definition, nonsensical to ask them to wait five years to get the
prenatal care needed to ensure the birth of a healthy newborn child.

Consequently, as organizations dedicated to ensuring that all children should have access to
coverage, we urge the Senate to oppose and defeat any amendments or provisions that would:

Impose any new coverage limitations, restrictions, or caps on coverage of children that
could possibly increase the number of uninsured children or limit the ability of states to
extend coverage to uninsured children in their state just as more families than ever need
affordable coverage options,

Impose any additional bureaucratic and paperwork burdens upon children that would
limit access or impose barriers for them to receive the health care services they need (for
example, the General Accounting Office (GAO) found that six states implementing
citizen verification requirements spent $8.3 million to find only eight ineligible
immigrants in a caseload of 3.65 million people, funds that could have been used much
more effectively to provide coverage for uninsured children. According to the GAO,
these states have recouped a mere $11,048 in total, less than 1 percent of the additional
bureaucratic and paperwork costs, while tens of thousands of eligible U.S. citizens have
lost coverage due to these new requirements); and

Undermine efforts to simplify enrollment and outreach efforts, particularly to the millions
of low-income children currently eligible for but unenrolled in Medicaid and CHIP.

We know you agree that our children are our nation’s most precious resource and that
investments in health care for kids reap benefits that last a lifetime. We thank you for making
children’s health an early priority in this Congress and urge you to stand withour children and to
put their needs first and foremost in the consideration of any amendments during the forthcoming
debate.
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Mental Health America

Metro Organization for People (Denver, CO)

Metro United Way (Louisville, KY)

Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty

Mexican American Legal Defense & Educational Fund (MALDEF)
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