July 13, 2009

Senator Jeff Merkley
107 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC, 20510

Dear Senator Merkley,

We are writing in strong support of your amendment to create an independent commission to
advise the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) on the essential benefits package.
Collectively, our organizations represent millions of consumers, patients, providers and workers,
many of whom are struggling to afford the care they need to maintain their health and safety as
well as their jobs and quality of life.

We believe this amendment will help improve the development of a federal benefit standard by
requiring the Commission to engage in a fully open, transparent, and inclusive process that
ensures full engagement of consumers, patients, workers and providers.

In particular, we applaud that your amendment:

e Requires the Commission to include a health care provider, a patient or consumer
advocate, a representative of a labor organization representing workers, and an individual
with expertise in pediatric health care.

® Requires the Commission to consider the affordability of the benefits covered, the
financial protection of enrollees against high health care expenses, and access to
necessary healthcare services, including primary and preventive health services.

e Requires an open and public process through public hearings, meetings and listening
sessions, and ensures there will be mechanisms in place for the public to provide input.

e Requires the Secretary, on an annual basis, to assess (1) whether enrollees are facing any
difficulty accessing needed services for reasons of coverage or cost, and (2) whether the
essential benefits package needs to be modified or updated to account for changes in
medical evidence or scientific advancement.

e Requires the Secretary to report to Congress and the public on how the benefit package
will be modified to address any such gaps in access or changes in the evidence base.

We believe the difficult decisions about the specific services and items that must be covered
should not be made solely by HHS. Instead, we believe a council of non-partisan health experts
and stakeholders provides a preferred way to shape a benefit package that is grounded in science
and in the best interest of consumers and patients.

Again, we thank you for offering this amendment and are happy to offer our support.
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